lines, and there was no specific mention, in the chapter on insulin therapy, of the common problem of management of the insulin-requiring diabetic during intercurrent illness. But these are small points in a book which can be wholeheartedly recommended for everyone concerned with clinical management of diabetic patients.
MICHAEL WILLIAMS
Gastric Secretion: Mechanisms and Control Proceedings of Symposium at the University ofAlberta, Edmonton, Canada, September 13-15 1965 edited by T K Shnitka, J A L Gilbert and R C Harrison pp xvii+ 501 illustrated £7 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1967 Although this symposium took place more than two years ago it is still sufficiently up to date to provide a stimulating and comprehensive account of the recent dramatic advances in our knowledge of gastric secretion. It also provides a springboard for exciting new developments over the whole field, since the 33 papers are grouped under the headings of structure and function; neuroendocrine control; mucus; secretion: stimulation; gastrin; and secretion: inhibition. The following names taken at random from the list of contributors should be sufficient to indicate the quality of most of the articles: W I Card, C F Code, R E Davies, E H Ellison, L R Dragstedt, G B J Glass, R A Gregory, M I Grossman, F Hollander and B Uvniis. Unlike many books of this kind, the discussions that follow some of the articles contain several observations of great interest, especially to those actually engaged in research. Each article has an up-to-date list of references, sometimes supplemented by current articles published since the symposium was held, and there is also a list of current monographs. Although it is mainly concerned with experimental and clinical physiology, the results are related to specific clinical problems, and it will therefore prove of great interest to everybody with an interest in gastroenterology. E As stated by the authors in the preface to this slim volume, it is not intended to be an exhaustive textbook of orthoptics but rather a practical manual. It is obviously based on the authors' extensive clinical experience of the subject and mainly avoids most controversial matter and hypothesis. It is very condensed; the student will find that its apparent brevity will not permit a rapid reading, since scarcely a paragraph can be skipped. On page 36 the authors dispose of convergence insufficiency perhaps rather glibly, preferring to ignore the tendency of considerable ophthalmological opinion to relegate this, when unassociated with heterophoria or refractive error, to the realm of psychosomatic disorder. On page 104, in dealing with the problems of unilateral aphakia, I think the statement that 'amblyopia of the affcted eye can develop very rapidly, particularly in young patients' would be open to question: 'only' should be substituted for 'particularly'. This excellent work, however, is the highly condensed distillate of practical experience and must, at times, by reason of brevity sound dogmatic. In future editions, which I should like to see, I would hope for a slight expansion in places of the underlying reasons, in the interests of clarity for the student. This finely produced compendium on regional malignant disease is obviously the result of combined effort involving immense industry and experience covering a wide field. The excellent print, magnificent illustrations, both photographic and diagrammatic, analyses of results and thorough documentation make it a valuable contribution and work of reference.
To one brought up since the early 1920s on the value of interdisciplinary consultation and determination of the lines of treatment, the foreword and preface are a welcome indication that this is now recognized; for a long time the antagonism between surgery and radiotherapy in America was a most unhappy state of affairs: an additional attribute of a first-class radiotherapist is that he should be a fully competent clinician as well as technician and that the surgeon should be fully cognizant of the techniques of radiation and regional chemotherapy. Only thus are the two disciplines able to give their combined effort on behalf of the patient. While, to the laity, 'cancer' is an understandable nomenclature, to the profession carcinoma means epithelial malignancy only and 'malignant disease', which includes ectodermal, mesoblastic and endothelial origins, might have been a more embracing title. To this end also, a chapter covering the pathology and histology of the whole region might have been a valuable addition, leaving regional allusion to the manifestations in any particular area to the chapters concerned.
